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with his partner, and within a year, his association in the venture
came to an end. Years afterwards, when the Advocate had passed
into the hands of Mr. Gordon, the present proprietor, Pherozeshah
helped the paper in its difficulties. The ever-ready pen of Wacha
was also freely employed in its service. This assistance was publicly
acknowledged by Gordon on more than one occasion. But when,
later on, a change came over the tone and policy of the paper, it did
not hesitate to attack the very man whom it once used to hold up for
admiration, and to whom it owed not a little of the success with
which it tided over a period of difficulty.

ill

Among the notable events of Lord Reay's administration was the
Crawford inquiry, which took place in 1889- That gifted official,
after his brilliant but extravagant administration of Bombay's
municipal affairs, had filled with credit a number of important
positions, and was at the time of his tragic downfall holding the
high post of Commissioner of a Division, During his tenure of
that office unexampled bribery and corruption prevailed, which
amounted to a public scandal. The position and influence of the
man, and the prestige of the Service to which he belonged, protected
him, however, for a long time, and would have secured him practical
immunity from the consequences of his misconduct so long as he
remained at his post, were it not that the ruler of the province was a
man of the strength of character of Lord Reay. In the teeth of
considerable opposition, he decided to investigate the charges which
were freely flung about in public, and appointed a commission of
inquiry.
It was a duty which most other men would have shrunk from.
The fur ore that was created, the difficulties that were encountered in
obtaining proper evidence, the special measures that had to be
adopted for the protection of witnesses and the controversies that
were roused, all these are matters of history which do not concern us
for the moment. Sufficient for our purpose to note that Mr. Craw-
ford was adjudged not guilty of the specific charges levelled against
him, but the Commission held that grave irregularities had been